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II'T-Delhi scouts fora -

second home 1n Jhajjar:

NAVEED IQBAL
NEW DELHI, APRIL 19

A SIX-MEMBER team of fac-
ulty members and officials from
IIT-Delhi on Thursday visited
some plots in and around JThajjar
near Gurgaon to identify a site
for the proposed campus expan-
sion plans of the institute.

The team, comprising IIT-
Delhi Director R K Shevgaonkar,
Deputy Director M Balakrishnan
and former Director Surendra
Prasad, visited three sites around
Jhajjar and has zeroed inon asite

 “relatively close to Gurgaon”.

"4 The land is likely tobe used as a
‘research facility as the current

- campus, which has about 250
acres of functional area, is not not
enough for the research needs of
‘the institute. '

Deputy Director (Faculty) of
ITT Delhi Professor M Balakrish-
nan said, “They (Haryana gov-
ernment) has been very positive
in their response. They have
shown us some sites but there are
still mdny details that need to be
looked at. It is really premature

_ right now.% -
! He said that at the current cam-
pus, many faculty members “did

not have the kind of space;ré—
quired for their research.”

“The proposed site is next tp
the second campus of the All In-
dia Institute of Medical Sci-

ences,” the official said. He -+

added AIIMS has already con-
structed a boundary wall around
the site.

Former IIT-Delhi Director
Surendra Prasad had announced
during the institute’s Golden Ju-
bilee celebrations in August 2011
that the Haryana government
had offered 100 acres of land —
free of cost — to IIT Delhi to
built a second campus. He had
also said that the funding for the
expansion will have to be gener-
ated by the institute itself as “this
was an IIT-Delhi initiative” and
not one of MHRD.

Professor Balakrishnan said,
“We are yet to look into the de-
tails of revenue generation and
the facilities that may be devel-
oped at the new campus.”

Early last year, the New York
City had also offered IIT-Delhi
space to open a campus there but
the institute had declined saying
that they. “wanted to expand
within the country first before go-
ing abroad.”
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Needle- free drugs fabric
testers: IIT’s smart tech

Sophisticated gadge’rs o be revealed af IIT De|h| campus on Apnl 21

PReSS TRUST OF INDIA
- New Delhi .

RESEARCH designs and pr-
ototypes of various technolo-
gical innovations for a host
of items, ranging from ever-
yday househo]d items to sop-
histicated gadgetry, designed
by students at the Indian In-
stitute of Technology would
soon be on public display.
The lay public including
a mix of curious schoolch-
ildren as well as industry re-
presentatives keen on che-

cking the commercial viab-

. ility of these products, are e-
xpected to attend the 8th e-
dition of Open House sc-
heduled on ‘April 21 at the
IIT Delhi campus.

“We would be displaying
a lot of projects that are in-
novative and commercially
viable by our faculty and our
students for the benefit of
the society,” said professor
AK Ghosh, chairman of the
Cpen House Committee.

A few of these ideas such
as the electrically enhanced
needle-free transdermal de-
livery of drugs have already
been picked up by various
industries for further re-
search and development.
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The device, a programm-
ed chip, looks like a watch w-
hose dial can be opened and
filled with medicine. Adjus-
ting the settings will allow sp-
ecified quantity of the drug
to permeate the body throu-

gh small amounts of electr-

icity. “After the quantity of t-
he medicine has been ab-
sorbed by the body the device
automatically switches off a-
nd can be programmed to s-
witch on later. We are testing

it or insulin, Diclofenac (pa-
inkillers). This device is very
safe and dose can be con-
trolled and reduced. It is go-

ing to be more effective than

taking pills or injections,”
said professor Sneh Anand,
centre of biomedical e-
ngineering, who and her t-
eam of students have inv-
ented the device.

More such devices which
might bring about a revolu-
tion in the medical world

Tewny gules

like light weight composite
hinge joint for polio patients
which are more affordable
for the masses would also he
on display. After the ‘Smart
Cane’ innovation for the
visually  impaired - the
IITians have come up with
‘Roshni’ a cell-phone based
indoor navigation system for
the visually impaired that
can be used in homes or in

_public places like museurns

ot parks to enable the free
movement of such people.
“The Fabric Feel Tester is
a new kind of device to eval-
uate the quality of the fabric
on the industrial level. Our
technology is affordable and
can be used by all textile in-
dustries,” says Apurba Das,
associate professor, depart-
ment of textile technology
and the technical expert be-
hind the invention. Compa-
red to the Kawabata Evalua-

, tion System (KES), priced at

Rs 1.5 crore, the Fabric Feel
Tester would be available at
Rs 1.5 lakhs only.

“An Ahmedabad-based fir-
m is manufacturing our tec-
hnology and' 15 days back th-
ey have already received 15 t-
o 20 orders to manufacture
our technology,” says Apurba.
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New IIT fabric likely to be
a boon to Army personnel

SUMEDH RAINA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 19

IN what could prove a
boon to the country's Arm-
y personnel, the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT) Delhi, has developed
a special kind of fabric that
can change colour with
changes in temperature.
The new fabric, which
is likely to be tried by the
Army goon, can take the
colour of sand if a soldier
is in a desert area, for
instance in Rajasthan, or
white if he is on the snow-
bound areas like Kargil
and Siachen or even green

if the soldier is in
some area with
grass and 50 on.

The department
used the concept of
Responsive
Camouflage
Technology
developing the new fabric
keeping in mind the strate-
gic interests of the Army
where any form of camou-
flage will find it difficult to
locate the presence of a sol-
dier who could for
instance be lying down on
grass.

According to sources,
the Army can also make
tents using the fabric wh-
ere arms and ammzrmition

(RCT)

can be kept without
the enemy getting
{ any kind of inkling
of where the arms
have been stored.
Any uniform or
dress made from
the fabric, which took over
a year to develop, can have
a special battery, with a
capacity ranging from 9 to
30 watts, attached to the
soldier's uniform to keep
him warm even in snow-
bound border areas which
are being guarded by units
of both the Army, the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) and the Border
Security Force (BSF).
Continued nn PA
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IITs to draw
up fresh
admission
regulations

Mumbai: The Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology have de-
cided todraw upafreshlist of
workable suggestions to se-
lect students after a proposal
topartially consider Class XIT
scores foradmission was shot
down by faculty members of
the elite institutions.

The decision was taken af-
ter discussions at all IT cam-
puses on the T Ramasami re-
port, which looks at having a
single pan-India entrance ex-
amfor admission toengineer-
ing colleges. Suggestions in
the report were met with stiff
resistance. More importantly,
the report raised innumer-
able questions on thefairness
of the system that would nor-
malise the Class XII scores of
allthe boards in India.

The new suggestions will
be placed before the respec-
tive IIT senates. Each senate
will discuss the proposal be-
fore all the IITs meet and rati-
fy themby mid-May.

IT-Bombay director De-
vang Khakhar said, “There is
a large support for some re-
forms... The ball is in our
court now and we will come
up with a proposal on how to
select students.”

Most faculty members
had stated that teaching-
learning, facilities and as-
sessment of Class XII were
highly varied across school
boards and could not be statis-
tically normalised. The NIT
faculty federation had met
HRDminister Kapil Sibaland
submitted a list of its con-
cernsabout the new system.

Itisstillunclear if the new
admission method would be
in place by 2013 or the roll-out
may be delayed by a year
“Thatlargely dependsonhow
big the change is,” added
Khakhar, Meanwhile, in a
move to improve its industry
collaborations, ITT-B has de-
cided to identify the challeng-
es in various sectors and cre-
ate a roadmap for research &
‘development (R&D) with the
concerned industries. mn
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‘Major breakthrough in
breast cancer research

DNA study identifies 10 types of l_)reust cancer, each of which could be treated differently

STEVE CONNOR

ANCER is the quintessential genetic
disease, so it comes as little surprise to
find it has benefited most from the
unravelling of the human genome —
the blueprint of life written in the digital DNA
code of the cell’s chromosomes. It is now more than
10 years since the full DNA sequence of the human
genome was first published and the benefits of that
understanding are now apparent in a remarkable
breakthrough in breast cancer genetics.

For the first time, scientists have been able to tease
apart differences in the DNA of breast cancer
patients that go far beyond the results of classical
medical science, based on the tradition of analysing
tumour tissue under a microscope. Researchers
have used advances in genetics to determine 10 sub-
types of breast cancer, each of which has a unique
genetic fingerprint that could in the future deter-
mine a patient’s tailor-made treatment — or cure.

At present, breast cancers are classified accord-
ing to the presence or absence of a few “markers”
or proteins found on the surface of tumour cells.
In future, doctors will classify breast cancers based
on the presence, absence or even activity of the
smallest bits of DNA code.

The power of the latest study, published in the
journal Nature, resides in the ability to retrospec-
tively analyse some 2,000 frozen samples of breast-
tumour tissue collected from women in Britain and
Canada between five and 10 years ago.

Using powerful new developments in DNA analy-
sis, such as computer-controlled “micro arrays” that
can automatically scan the entire three-billion-let-
ter code of the human genome for the smallest of
mutations, scientists were able to confidently pigeon-
hole each tissue sample into one of 10 subtypes.

Each subtype had defined characteristics in terms
of DNA variations and gene activity. The scientists
could also show that each subtype displayed sub-
tle but important features in terms of a patient’s
prognosis — in other words the DNA differences
mattered. Instead of looking at breast cancer as 2~
single disease with a limited range of treatments,
the scientists believe that their breakthrough demon-
strates.’a range of cancer subtypes that can and”
should be treated differently.

“Our results will pave the way for doctors to
diagnose the type of breast cancer a.woman has,
the types of drugs that will work, and those that
won’t, in a much more precise way than is current-
ly possible,” said Professor Carlos Caldas of Cam-
bridge University, a senior member of the Anglo-
Canadian research consortium. “Essentially we’ve
moved from knowing what a breast tumour looks
like under a microscope to pinpointing its molec-
ular anatomy — and eventually we’ll know which
drugs it will respond to,” Professor Caldas said,

It would mean that breast cancer patients in the
future would have a genetic test before doctors
decide on which treatment options to consider.
This would end the blunderbuss approach of past
therapy, leading to custom-designed “silver bullets”
to treat cancer subtypes.

“This has the potential to change the face of breast
cancer; from how we diagnose and treat it, to how
we follow it up,” said Julia Wilson, head of research

A doctor examines a mammograph of a breast cancer patient.

at the charity Breakthrough Breast Cancer.

At present, some patients are receiving treatment
that serves no benefit and is likely to have harm-
ful side effects. The DNA revolution could change
this, although scientists emphasised it will take
many years before NHS patients expetience the
benefits first-hand.

“I want to be very cautious here. This is a very
important first step, and now what follows is to val-
idate its clinical use,” Professor Caldas said. “My
caution is that this will not be available immedi-

‘ately to every single NHS hospital. It will be avail-

able to those hospitals with the clinical trials infra-
structures and expertise.”

Being able to classify breast cancers into 10 sub-

types will have immediate 1mphcat10ns for how
cliftical trials are designed. The streaming of a clin-

TIMELINE: MILESTONES IN THE

STUDY OF HUMAN GENETICS

1953 James Watson and Francis Crick at

Cavendish Laboratory in Cambridge and Mau-

rice Wilkins of King's College London unravel

the double-helix structure of DNA molecule and

50 open the doors to the age of modem genetics.

1977 Fred Sanger of the Laboratory of Mole-

cular Biology in Cambridge devises a method

of “sequencing” the four-letter genetic code of
DNA and thereby laying the foundations for
unravelling the human genome. }
1979 The first natural “tumour suppressor” —
a gene named p33 - is discovered by Lionel

Crawford and David Lane.

1990 The Human Genome Project is launched

ical trial’s pateiits intd™differem Froups sHould™with the atfi"bf sequencing the entire three~

lead to rapid development of new drugs and ther-
apies tailor-made for each cancer.

% *It’s happening already in the context of clinical tri- -

als and I think alot of these (genetic) tests, or a frac-
tion of these tests, will be used on NHS patients
within the next three to five years,” Professor Cal-
das said. One of the first groups to benefit, he said,
would be patients who are currently being “over-treat-
ed” with potentially toxic drugs because current tests
do not distinguish between those patients who will
benefit from a particular drug and those who do not.

“We have a better classification with better pow-
ers to predict. It is a new way of selecting the best
trials for patlents and that’s the first use we will
make of this,” Professor Caldas said.

“It’s not going to change the way we manage
women being treated in the NHS tomorrow, but
it will surely change the way we manage clini-
cal trials (so that) we will be running trials that
are much more targeted at each of these differ-
ent cancer subtypes,” he said.

The study, carried out in co-operation with the’

University of British Columbia (UBC) in Vancou-
ver, also discovered that certain genes are involved

billion letters on the DNA in each of the 23
pairs of human chromosomes.

1990 Mary-Claire Kitig and her coligaguebar
UC Berkeley prove the existence of the first
gene to be associated with hereditary breast
cancer, now known as BRCAL.

1994 BRCAL isolated by Myriad Genetics.
2003 Final version of the human genome is
published. The ultimate “Book of Life” finds
that we have about 23,000 genes, far less than
originally'estimated,

2006 Scientists find people can carry more
than two copies of any gene.

2009 Stephen Quake of Stanford University
declares he has decoded his own genome for
under $50,000.

in either driving breast cancer or holding it back
from spreading. Sorne of these genes are known
to be involved in the production of enzymes with-
in human cells, which will make them attractive
targets for the development of new anti-cancer
drugs, said Sam Aparicio of UBC, the study’s co-
leader. — The Independent



PIONEER ND 20/04/2012 P-7

Isro flying high, all
set for;Mars mission

KESTUR VASUKI m BANGALORE

After the success story of
Chandrayan-1, Bangalore
headquartered Indian Space
Research Organisation (Isro) is
now gearing up for its presti-
gious mission to Mars, A source
in the Isro told The Pioneer that
a formal approval from the
Government for the Mars mis-
sion is expected soon. According
to Isro, the Mars Mission will be
in 2013 and space scientists are
working in this direction to
make it possible well within the
time frame after the formal
approval from the Government.

Isro spokesperson S Satish
told The Pioneer that the pro-
posal is awaiting approval from
the Government and the Mars
mission is targeted for
November 2013 which the ear-
liest opportunity is considering
earth mars geometry.

The recent annual report of
Isro has mentioned that the
Mars mission will look at cli-
mate, geology, origin from evo-
lution and sustainability of life
on the plant. The Mars mission

. envisages launching an orbiter

around Mars using Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV-XL). The
orbiter will be placed in an orbit
of 500x80,000 km around Mars
and will have a provision for car-
rying nearly zsa.:ig of scientific
payloads onboard.

According to the annual
report the scientific payloads
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have been shortlisted by the
Isro’s Advisory Committee for
Space Sciences (ADCOS)
review committee. Baseline,
solar array and reflector con-
figuration of the satellite have
been finalised. Frequency filing
for communication subsystem
is under progress.

In another development
Isro has signed an MoU with
Indian Institute of Astrophysics
in Bangalore for development
and de%ivery of solar corona-
graph payload for its ADITYA-
1 project while mechanical
configuration of the satellite is
in progress, ADITYA-1 is the
first space-based solar corona-
graph intended to study the
outermost region of the sun
called corona. ADITYA-1 in the

visible and near IR bands will
study the Coronal Mass
Ejection (CME) such as the
coronal magnetic field struc-
tures and evolution of the coro-
nal magnetic field and conse-
quently the crucial physical
parameters for space weather.
Meanwhile Isro is gearing
up to launch its RISAT -1,
Radar Imaging Satellite, on
April 26 eatly morning from
Sriharikota.
According to Satish, the
reparations were on for the
E\unch of this indigenously
built satellite which has the
capacity to take images of the
earth during the day and night
as well in any condition.
India had launched RISAT-
2, which it bought from Israel for
$110 million, on April 20, 2009,
and Resourcesat-2 mission took
place on the same day last year,
Both were successful ventures.
RISAT-1, weighing around
1850 kg, is slated for launch by
Isro's workhorse Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C19
(XL)) into a 536 km orbit. The
RISAT-1 will be useful for mon-
itoring of agriculture and water
resources management, among
other applications, RISAT-1
carries a C-band Synthetic
Aperture Radar (SAR) payload,
operating in a multi-polarisa-
tion and multi-resolution mode
to provide images with coarse,
fine and high spatial resolutions
respectively.
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Agni V roars into
elite ICBM club

More Trials Soon, Deployment Likely in 2015

rajat Pandit | Twn M LEAP ON
e AGNI PATH

er gods a day earlier, the » Surfare-tn-surfare Agnl ¥
ood of fireor Agnicamein- Inunched from Whester [siand
to his own on Thursday off Oclsha =t &.07am

morning to hurl a potent
» 17.5m-nil 2m-ide missie

fireballmorethan halfway
across the expanss of the
ndian Ocean at over 20
timesthespead of sound.
India heralded a new
erainiis“credible” strate-
oic deterrence capability
ln testing its most ambi-

FULL COVERAGE: P12
e Canister storage, P 12

tious nuclear missile
the over 5000Jun range
Agmi WV — that brings all of
China and much more
within its sirike erwvelope.
With the launch of the Even I T (India) has missTles
S0-tonne missile from the that could reach most parts of

Wheeler Island off Odisha : :
coast at 8.07 am, and its20- China, that doesn't mean it...

minute flight to an “im- (can be) arrogantin disputes
pact point towards west- with China... India would stand
ern Australia”, India also no chance in an overall arms
vanked open the door to race with China

the super-exclusive ICBM China's state daily
{intercontinental ballistic

mizsile) club that counts
cnly the U8, Russia, Chi-
na, France and the UK as
itsmem bers,

[ndia can, however, sii
atthizs hightable only when
the 17.5-metre tall Agni W,
which just about mests the
5500 kam  ICEM  bench-
marlk, becomes fully oper
ational after “four to five
repeatable tests" and user
trials. Ttwill be around 2005
that the three-stage, solid-
fuelled missile will be
ready for deployment by
the tri-Service Sirategic
Forces Command.
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‘Production of
Agni-V to begin

)

T

PBD BUREAU/PTI
NEW DELHI, APRIL 19

INDIA has emerged as a
major missile power with
the successful launch of
Agni V ballistic missile
and the production of the
weapon ‘system  would
start in a year's time,
DRDO chief VK Saraswat
said today.

"This launch has given a
message to the entire
world that India has the
capability to design, devel-
op, build and manufacture
missiles of this class, and
we are today a missile
power," Saraswat said after
the launch of the 5000 km
range surface-to-surface
Inter Continenta! Ballistic
Missile (ICBM).

The Defence Research
and Development Organ-
isation chief said that the
missile launch was a major
milestone in the strategic
defence preparedness of
the country.

"We are going to con-
duct two more tests and
that will be validation
tests.., and then the pro-

. duction of this system will
start. It is going to take an
year maximum," he said.

Saraswat said that he

expected the missile to be
inducted into the armed
forces in the next two
years.

He said the successful
launch of Agni V was just
the beginning of a new
series of missiles. "We go
from here to many other
missiles which will have
capability for MIRV
(Multiple Independently
Targetable Re-entry
Vehicle), for anti-satellite
‘'system, which will also be
built using this technology
for launching micro, mini
and nano satellite to meet
the requirement of the
armed forces on very, very
short notice," he said.

Saraswat said that bar-
ring some electronic com-

ponents, the Agni V was a
completely  indigenous
product. '

"More than 80 per cent
of the missile is indige-
nous, except for the elec-
tronic components which
we import... Everything
has been designed, devel-
oped and produced in our
industry and our laborato-
ry," he said.

The DRDO chief said
that his organisation was

.working on a very tight
time schedule when it
came to production and
deployment of the missile,

In a year’s time’
1.

"We have a very tight
time sJ:hedule on that. I
expect that after the com-
pletion of its mandato
trials, it would be inducted
in the services in the next
two years to come. We
have a very clear roadmap
for development of missile
systern,” Saraswat said.
Giving
today's launch, Saraswat
said that the missile "lifted
off at 0807 hours today. It

is a three-stage missile, the .

first stage burned out,
gave. the requiredvelocity
and after that it separat-
ed.”

Saraswat said that simi-
larly the missile reached it
second and third phases
and after that it reached
the crucial re-entry phase
which is the most difficult
phase for any ballistic mis-
sile of this range.

"All the re-entry condi-
tions were perfect. The
missile travelled through
the re-entry, got converted
into a fireball and finally
(hit the target)....and all
the payload parameters
which result in the detona-
tion of the warhead took
place,” Saraswat said.

- The DRDO chief said
that the launch was moni-
tored by three ships
deployed in Indian Ocean,
5000 kilometers away, and
radars were also there
tracking the complete
trajectory.

details  of
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OUT OF RACE FOR
UGC TOP POST,
VED PRAKASH
MAY RUN FOR VIC

* Vanlta Srivastava

® vanita shrivastava®hindustantimes com

NEW DELHL: After the PMO
returned the list of names for-
warded by the HRD ministry
for the post of Uniiversity Grants
Commission (UGC) chairman,
the race has begun for the vice-
chairperson’s post.

Having lost the race for the
top position, present vice-chair-
person and acting head Ved
Prakash has thrown his hat in
this ring as well. The post of
UGC chairman has been lying
vacant since February 6, 2011,

A three-member search-
cum-selection committee, con-
sisting of professors M Ananda

.Krishnan, SK Joshi and PN
Tandon, has been formed to fill
the post of vice-chairperson.
The HRD ministry had recent-
ly posted an advertisement on
its website for filling the post.
A meeting to shortlist candi-
dates has been scheduled for
next week.

We are yet to scrutinise the
applications. Only then will we
kmow if Prakash has applied for
the post or not,” said an official
of the HRD ministry.

Alleging that Prakash’s three-
year tenure had lapsed on
March 3, 2012, and his date of
joining (May 8, 2012) had been
forged, the Soclety for Values
& Ethics in Edueation told the
PM in a letter that the hushed
manner in which the adver-
tisement was posted on the
website on April 4 reflected a
_move to re-appoint him.

. “Toreduce potential compe-
tition for Ved Prakash, the last
date for forwarding recom-
‘mendations has been kept as
‘April 18 — giving others just
‘around seven days. This viola-
tes the right to equal opportu-
nity for public positions as well
'as the guidelines of the depart-
ment of personnel and training”
'said Praveen Kumar Januja,

president of the society.
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Executive education programmes

G. Naga Sridhar
Hyderabad, April 19
The Indian School of Busi-
ness has earned Rs 60 crore
from executive education
programmes during 2011-12,

“We are now the largest
provider of executive educa-
tion in India offering open
enrolment programmes as
well as customised pro-
grammes to suit specific
needs of corporates,” Mr
Deepak Chandra, Deputy
Dean, ISB, told Business
Line here.

During the last year, the
premier business school had
trained over 4,000 senior ex-
ecutives through 125 pro-
grammes,

Apart from its own 50-0dd
regular faculty members, 1SB
has also empanelléd about
150 visiting faculty from in-
dustry and academic institu-
tions across the globe.

The duration of the pro-
grammes generally range
from three-days to about a
month depending on the na-
ture of the course,

Apart from corporates, ISB
is also offering programmes
to the Government officials,
public sector enterprises and
also politicians,

A group of legislatures

fetch ISB Rs 60 crore

T g
ol

An Inside view of the ISB in Hyderabad (file photo)

drawn from different State
assemblies were coached
last year in leadership and
other aspects of public
policy. .

“The response for this was
very good. Going forward,
we plan to ramp this up,” Mr
Deepak Chandra said.

ISB also went global in
executive education by en-
tering into a memorandum
of understanding with Ka-

rachi-based Institute of
Business " Administration to
commence programmes
from June 2012.

“We will also expand our
international footprint to
Bangladesh, Iran, South Ko-
rea, Thailand, Vietnam, Phi-
lippines, Indonesia, Turkey,
Mexico and Nigeria,” the
Deputy Dean added.

nagsridhu -

@thehindu.co.in
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DU revises results,
then calls it a snag

HT Correspondent
u [atters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: About 55,000 stu-
dents who appeared for the first
semester exams from different
Delhi University colleges and
got their results in December
suddenly found their marks
revised lower by 10 te 20% on
Wednesday night.

The university’s examination
branch, however, admitted later
the results were erronecusly
‘revised’ and put up on the offi-
cial website. The authorities
called it a “technical glitch”, say-
ing the results declared initial-
ly were the correct cnes.

“The updated result wes just
atechnical error. We have taken
it off the website and issued a
corrigendum. The results stu-
dents got in December are the
correct ones,” said DS Jaggi,
08D, examination branch.

But the students aren’t
amused. The move came days
before the second semester
exams and hours before some
students were to appear for
their practical examinations.

EXAM BLUES

® The glitch resulted in 10

to 20% stash inmarks in
individual subjects

= About 55,000 first semes-
ter students affected

» Seme science students of
third semester affected too -
® Some who had passed
were later shown as failed

In revised results

“This is preposterous! What
is the university trying to do? 1
scored 78% which was overnight
scaled down to 68%. I almost had

- aheart attack, and that too right

before the exams,” said Dhruv
Khurana, a B Com student at
Sri Venkateswara College,

The students wondered what
the purpose of the act was.
“When the results were already
declared in December, what was
the need to tinker with them and
post anew link on.the official web-
site?” asked Kamya Sinha, a stu-
dent of a North Campus college,

» STUDENTS PANIC, P14

A night of panic
for students , just

an ‘error

for DU

w For somé students, percentages dipped from 58% to 48%,

drastically altering the grade that they had scorad,

Mallica Joshi and Shaswati Das

& htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Isha Sharma, a first
year student of English Honours
was horrified to see her score
of 67% come down to a second
division‘on the Delhi University
website on Wednesday,

The university’s examination
branch revised the first semes-
ter results for students on Wed-
nesday evening,

The revised marks were
much less than what the stu-
dents originally got. Though the
university tater said the new link
had been put up by mistake, it
cause widespread panic among
students.

“Twas shocked, as according
to the new result I had failed in
one subject. It seems like the
university was playing cruel
jokes on us,” Sharma said.

The mood in her house was
sombre throughout the night.

“T have always been a good
student and it was horrifying to
see that I had failed. The inci-
dent also shocked my parents,”
she added.

Meghna Pahwa, too, had a
similar experience as she failed
in one subject after her marks
were slashed by 50.

The reduction of marks var-
ied across different courses,
While students of Economics
(H) saw a slash of about 15%,
students of Statistics (H) saw
only a nominal dip of 4%.

For some-stadents, percenty
ages dipped from 58% to 48%,
drastically alfering the grade
that'studetifs had secured. -

“What was earlier 117 out of
a total score of 200, came down
to 97 when the new scores were
published online. This was very
disconcerting because it instant-
ly brought down the division as

. remained the same as

HY FILE1 HDTD

i WHAT HAPPENED |

|
. # DU released the revisec ‘
- results on Wednesday nipt |
. inwhich marks ofthe J
individual subjects were: ‘
slashed, while the total - |
N i
before. In some cases 5 |
marks were slashed by 4 ;
»With the introductiong |
. the semester system Iai
year, the final result at
. end will be an average o'
the percentages of the st
" semesters. This does no!
. give the student a seconl
~ chance to improve their
score at the end of the var
» When the results werd
declared in December,
teachers had complaind
that the marks were
inflated to make the nev
semester system populz
_ with students. ‘
well,” said Nirjhar Bha
a History (H) student of ICAC
college,
Social networking site too,
were inundated with compaints ;
as students complainetof a !

.Steep drop in their marks sross

the board. i
“The news that our rarks
had been slashed went vial on
Wednesday night,” said Sara- !
nya Dutta, an English (H stu- »
dent of Lady Sri Ram Coege. "
Many teachers, however, |

,wondered how the ‘techical -

error’ occurred. “Where dl this/
file come from? How didhose »
marks get to a point wher they.
were uploaded and availale for ¢
view? I think this file xists”
because it is university’s reord

of the actual marks obtaird by :
students which were later 1flat-"
ed,” said Sanam Khannawho :
teaches English at DU, - »
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In an era where there is much talk of

foreign piayers coming to india to ‘hunt’ for
students, the Society for Research and
Development in Education’s efforts and .
policies and its efforts at seeking a
mandate to attract students to Indian
_campuses are appreciable

THE National Aptitude Test, 2012

- conducted under the acgis of the -

Saciety for Research and

set to take place on 20 May. This
exam is administered to meet the
requirements of students seeking
admissions to multiple Institutions
tbrough a Common Entrance Test to
fill in open quota seats for courses
like MBA, M%A, PGDRP and PGDGC
for the postgraduation level and
BBA, BCA, BCom and Hotel
Management for the
uiidergraduation level. -

Forms are easily available at every
Syndicate Bank outlet — for Rs 650
- across India till 30 April, The fees
include cost of the form, bulletin
and examination fee. The Nat is
recognised by more than 175
universitics and institutions, the list
of which is available in the Nat
bulletin and also on
www.natindia.com. However, under
special condition, students applying
through the Kendriya Vidyalaya
Samiti and the Navodaya Vidyalaya
Samiti can buy a form from the
SRDE's office for Rs 100. The result
of the entrance exam will be
declared on 31 May.

First held in 2005, the Nat is
conducted by the SRDE’s Association
of Higher Education Institutions

- every vear in an effort to facilitate a

single window system for students
seeking admission to non-science
streams such as management and
other professional programmes.
Mukesh Gupta, sectetary general
of the SRDE’s Association of Higher
Education Institutions, said, “Our
aim is to simplify the entrance test
system in higher education for
students opting for non-science
domains. Since there is no Cet like
the Alt India Engincering Entrance
Examination at the 10+2 level in

the non-science domain, we expect -

the Nat to act as one of the major
transit mechanisms for non-science
students from school education to

" higher education.”

The Nat is an allIndia level Cet
administered under the acgis of the
SRDE and is available for students at
the undergraduate and postgraduate
levels for fulfilling the requirements
of different higher education
institutions on a common platform,
thereby enubling access to various
professional; vocational,
management and allied programmes

P-10

registered under the Societies
Registration Act, 1860, and it has
submitted a very comprehensive
proposal to the Union human
resource development ministry for
getting the mandate to market

Mukesh Gupta.

like BBA, BCA, etc, at the
undergraduate level and MBA,

" PGDM, etc, at the postgraduate level
in these institutions.

The Nat bulletin carries the list of
Institutions that accept its scores for
admission into their programmes.
The system facilitates itself as a Cet
for institutions who wish to screen
students on the basis of Nat scores.
The Nat is a valid, objective, '
transparent and secure testing
system conducted in the paper--
pencil format each year for different
higher education institutions, The .
first Nat (paper-pencil mode) was
held in 2005 and the system went
online from 2010 on a round-the-

- year basis to facilitate students and

institutions through 30 test centers
across the country.
The SRDE is a non-profit society

-

students for Indian
institutions abroad and
facilitate admissions to -
Indian institutions at the
graduate and postgraduate
levels through a Cet on

4 the lines being carried out
by the Graduate
Management Admission
Test and the Sat, etc, for
US universities globally.

# The proposal is being -

b actively scrutinised.

The SRDE is committed
to the interests of students
faced with the burden of
muitiple entrance testsat
multiple locations on
multiple dates at very high
separate costs. In an era
where there is much talk
| of foreign players coming
to India to “hunt” for
students, the SRDE's
efforts and policies that
focus mainly on creating
doctors, engineers and
MBAs and its efforts at sceking a -
mandate to attract students to
Indian campuses are appreciable.

Other SRDE activities include the
publication of a monthly higher
education journal, a community
college, an institute for training
manpower in the field of disability
and a spetial school for the '
differentially-abled, including mental
retardation, learning disabled,
hearing impaired and visually .
impaired. o

Its advisory board and academic
council consist of several vice-
chancellors and other stalwarts and
the government-allotted campus at
Faridabad is now operational,

ge130f 13



